LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
"Ardrin,
Jan. 12, 1804.
. . . Some regulation by law with respect to marriage
in this country is absolutely necessary. The existing laws
have been contrived so that they might be evaded and
must have been formed either profligately or ignorantly.
My wards are continually carried off and whether married
or not I frequently find difficult to discover. But in some
instances the illegality of the marriage alleged is clear, and
I generally require a second marriage to prevent disputes
on legitimacy. The general profligacy of this country,
derived partly from the corruption of their Parliament and
partly from the corruptions of the Catholic Church, which
is less reformed here than in any Catholic country in
Europe, is astonishing to an Englishman. Compensation
is required for everything, and enormous compensation.
Desire an apothecary to attend a poor labourer; he charges
enormously for medicine and five shillings a day for
attendance. An apothecary at Black Rock thought me
shabby for not giving more than five shillings a day for
attending a poor man at Stellarogue in a twenty-one day
fever. I desired him to consider that, if he had five persons
constantly under his care, his salary for attendance, besides
his charge for medicines, would be ^450 a year.
Time will, I trust, correct this, with other enormities.
Our very charity children are brought up to be fit for
nothing but rogues and whores: the boys are only taught
what leads them to forgery, the girls what leads them to
the streets and an hospital. What do you think of our
ladies, governesses of the foundling hospital, not letting
the girls assist in cleaning the house because they did not
like to see them dirty?"1
At this time the Chancellor had many private anxieties
1 Diary and Correspondence of Lord Colchester (op. cit.), I. 475-
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